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Sarah Bush Lincoln Orthopedics 
was recognized by Women’s 
Choice Awards Best 100 Hospitals. 
The award is based on its 
   • clinical performance
   • patient experience scores
   • advanced technology

Top 1% Nationally
Sarah Bush Lincoln has the largest 
orthopedic group in downstate 
Illinois and performs nearly 1,450 
total knee and hip replacements 
annually.

SBL has also earned The Joint 
Commission’s Gold Seal of 
Approval for Total Hip and 
Knee Replacement Certification 
by demonstrating continuous 
commitment to providing 
excellence in patient care.

www.sarahbush.org

MATTOON EFFINGHAM
SBL Bonutti Clinic
 

SBL Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
 1303 W. Evergreen Ave., Suite 200

Effingham
Prairie Pavillion 2
1004 Health Center Dr., Suite 100

217-342-3400217-238-3435
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EDGAR COUNTY 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
WWW.EDGARCOUNTYCOMMUNITYFOUNDATION.ORG

IMPACTING
TOMORROWTOMORROW

FOREVER FUND
ECCF’s “Forever Fund” is a permanent endowment and 
offers donors the opportunity to contribute to the wellbeing 
of the Edgar County community, knowing that their charitable 
donations will remain intact, “forever”. The assets of the 
Forever Fund are conservatively invested to allow for 
grants benefiting the local community, to be awarded annually, 
based upon a percentage of the total of the Fund’s assets. 
The larger the fund, the greater the annual grants that can 
be made for the benefit of our community. This fund has 
been very popular for local donors. Since its inception in 
2018, the fund has grown to over a half a million dollars. 
Your tax deductible donations to the Forever Fund will be 
available to help your grandchildren and endless future 
generations of local residents and children, for years to 
come.

OUR MISSION
The Edgar County Community Foundation seeks to raise the quality of life 
throughout Edgar County by developing and channeling philanthropy 
to meet the changing needs of its residents. Through collaboration and 
cooperation with community groups and individuals the foundation provides 
opportunity to both the donor and the recipient.

The foundation supports nonprofit organizations working in the arts and 
culture, civic affairs, historic preservation, education, 
youth activities, environmental affairs and health and human services. For 
more information, contact us by phone, mail, or email.

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL COUNTY PARTNERS. 
We are Forever Fund grateful for your continued support!

JOIN US
Edgar County Community Foundation    217-251-3185
https://edgarcountyfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/edgarcountyfoundation/

Through your continued support of the Edgar County Community Foundation and its Forever Fund, opportunities for 
continued growth in our county are available through grants and community engagement.

Should your organization be considering a grant, apply at www.edgarcountyfoundation.org

ECCF FACTS
The Edgar County Community Foundation came from a simple idea. It 
provides a conduit for our residents, families, and everyone with ties to 
Edgar County to support local charities,civic causes, health, educational 
scholarships, and school development. They are assured the money will 
be used in support of those groups, exclusively in Edgar County. It started 
in 1996 with a goal of improving life for the people of Edgar County. ECCF 
is a WORKING Foundation, raising and dispersing over 6 million dollars since inception. Our Foundation has working funds of over $2 million 
dollars this year. With the addition of our new permanent Forever Fund, everyone can rest assured donations will continue indefinitely 
used For Good, Forever, For Edgar County.
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It can be easy to overlook a 
place like Edgar County – a rural 
area with roughly 16,400 resi-
dents spread between a spatter-
ing of small towns, villages and 
hamlets. From the outside look-
ing in, someone might wonder 
if anything of significance has 
emerged from such humble be-
ginnings.

In this year’s edition of Our 
Home Magazine, we hope to 
answer that question with a 
resounding “yes”. By highlight-

ing the people, products and 
events that trace their roots to 
our home, things Made in Edgar 
County, this year’s publication 
pulls back the curtain on the 
innovation, culture and talent 
cultivated across our very own 
swathe of east central Illinois. 

More importantly, our staff 
hopes this magazine serves as 
a celebration of the people who 
have shaped this community 
and the world, and those who 
keep pushing it toward a bright-

er tomorrow.
Like the people and places 

included in this magazine, The 
Prairie Press prides itself on its 
connection to Edgar County as 
a locally-owned and operated 
news outlet. Thank you for sup-
porting The Prairie Press and 
investing in Edgar County. We 
hope to keep telling the local 
stories that matter most to our 
readers for years to come.

ROBBY TUCKER, PUBLISHER

INTRODUCING OUR HOME: MADE IN EDGAR COUNTY

WHAT IS MADE IN 
EDGAR COUNTY?

THE LITTLE SHOP
ON THE SQUARE

REMEMBERING 
A TIGER 
LEGEND

SPRINGING
INTO TRADITION

THE MAN WHO 
STOPPED 
THE BLEEDING

RAISED ON 
ROOT BEER

REMEMBERING
THE HUME 
TRACTOR

LINKING ART
TO THE 
COMMUNITY

THE BOY WHO 
CHARMED
THE NATION
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What is made in Edgar County?
BY ROBBY TUCKER
rtucker@prairiepress.net

Believe it or not, Edgar 
County exports more than 
corn, beans and grain. 

In fact, products manufac-
tured and assembled in Edgar 
County run a wide gamut, in-
cluding headlights, renewable 
containers, grain storage, nu-
trition supplement ingredi-
ents and even aerospace en-
gine components. Across the 
country and across various 
industries, it does not take too 
much effort to spot a prod-
uct that got its start in Edgar 
County.

Manufacturers have grown 
to play a pivotal role in the 
county’s economy, bringing 
traffic and business to the 
area, specifically Paris, while 
offering jobs to those in and 
around the community. For 
some, companies like North 
American Lighting (NAL) 
brought with them more than 
a job, but a place to learn, grow 
and make a living while stay-
ing close to home.

NAL

For anyone familiar with Par-
is, NAL is a household name. 
Since 2005, the company’s head-
quarters have been located on 
the south side of town, but the 
company’s roots in the area run 
deeper.

In 1983, a joint venture be-
tween Hella, Ichikoh and Koito 
Manufacturing turned into NAL. 
The company was first estab-
lished in Flora, Ill. and expand-
ed by building new facilities in 
Salem, Ill. and Detroit shortly 
after. In 2001, Koito acquired its 
partners’ shares of the compa-
ny, becoming NAL’s sole parent 
organization. 

Shortly after this, NAL’s next 
location was selected: Paris, Ill. 
At first, the Paris facility served 
as a headlamp manufacturing fa-
cility – a function it still serves to 
this day, but later was selected to 
house the company’s corporate 
headquarters in 2005.

Between the corporate offices 
and the manufacturing facility, 
NAL supports roughly 1,750 em-
ployees in Paris.

Photos provided by North American 
Lighting and GSI

Pictured are Brittany Clark 
(top, NAL), Phil Brown (left, 
GSI) and Dayton Bailey (right, 
NAL).
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We offer financial services
for every step in life!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Security products and/or insurance services are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or obligations of the bank, are not guaranteed and may lose value.

First Mid has locations in Illinois, Missouri and Wisconsin. Visit us in Edgar County or online.
PARIS   101 S. Central Ave.  |  217-465-6381 

www.firstmid.com

Few of those employees have 
been around the company as 
long as Brian Gosnell.

Gosnell was still in school 
when he first learned about NAL. 
After encountering North Amer-
ican Lighting during a job fair 
at Eastern Illinois University, he 
pursued the opportunity and was 
offered a position at the compa-
ny shortly after the Paris facility 
opened its doors in 2002.

Over his 22 years with the com-
pany, Gosnell climbed the ranks, 
working in various positions 
before becoming the director of 
NAL’s production control depart-
ment.

According to Gosnell, his role 
is a mix of management and stra-
tegic planning – a game of meta-
phorical Tetris that requires him 
to make the most of his compa-
ny’s resources and facility space 
to meet demands in a rapidly 
shifting market.

“It’s become more complicat-
ed than it ever was before, based 

on labor availability… manufac-
turing space and several other 
variables that we have to watch 
closely to make sure we’re mak-
ing the best business decision,” 
he explained.

For Gosnell, the challenges of 
his work make it exciting.

“(There’s) never a slow day – 
no shortages of opportunities,” 
he explained. “It just naturally 
pushes you every day to get better 
and learn.”

The fruit of Gosnell’s labor can 
be seen on nearly any road trip, 
commute or grocery store run. 
The headlamps constructed in 
Paris make their way into vehi-
cles driven all over the country.

“If you see a Toyota, Honda, 
Nissan, Subaru, Ford or GM ve-
hicle on the road, there is a good 
chance it has a NAL lamp on it,” 
said Gosnell.

Perhaps even more impressive 
than NAL’s long list of clients is 
its list of technological advance-
ments and achievements. NAL 

headlamps were used in the 
first-ever Lexus manufactured 
in North America. The lamps 
were steerable and used high-in-
tensity discharge technology 
– the successor to traditional 
filament bulbs. In 2015, the Par-
is plant produced the first LED 
headlamps used in a non-luxury 
vehicle.

Today, NAL’s eyes are still 
set on the horizon, as the au-
tomotive lighting industry 
prepares for the arrival of the 
next technological leap: adap-
tive driving beams (ADB). The 
technology can sense incom-
ing light sources, whether 
another vehicle’s headlights 
or a bright reflection from a 
road sign, and “carve” the light 
beam away from the object in 
real time, all while still provid-
ing ample coverage of the road 
ahead.

“It’s unbelievable,” said Gos-
nell.

For all of their designs, Gosnell 

explained that safety, efficiency 
and maintaining their client’s 
unique aesthetic voice are all pri-
orities, with the former being the 
most important. Whether on the 
road or on the production line 
where the lamps are made, safety 
comes first.

“There are very few compo-
nents on a car that have both an 
aesthetic design element and a 
functional safety element,” he ex-
plained. “It’s a very, very challeng-
ing product. But obviously safety 
is on the forefront, for everything 
we do… it (safety) is more than just 
a slogan around here.”

In addition to the pace and 
scope of his work, Gosnell, a Paris 
native, cited NAL’s various char-
itable efforts in the community 
and the close proximity to his 
family as some of the best bene-
fits of his job. 

“NAL has provided me with 
the opportunity to stay home in 
this great community near fam-
ily and friends while having ex-
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Lake Ridge Christian Church

Lake Ridge Christian Church

COME AS YOU ARE!
Connecting you to Jesus and each other.

122 E Steidl Rd.      (217) 465-5614      www.lakeridgechurch.org

Sunday Gatherings

8:00 a.m. - Join us for a traditional blend 
using our organ, piano, and keyboard

9:30 a.m. - We offer several different 
Sunday School Classes for all ages!

10:30 a.m. - Gather together for our 
contemporary blend as we utilize 

technology and a full lively praise band!

We’re a family owned business 
that specializes in trucking services, 
excavation, and heavy machinery 
rentals. 
We’re located in Edgar county and have 
served within over a 100 mile radius!

We want to 

We want to 

ceptional career opportunities,” 
he explained. 

GSI

For plant manager Phil Brown, 
two things have kept him coming 
back to work at Grain Systems 
(GSI) in Paris for 25 years.

“Customers and the people I 
will work with keep me com-
ing back every day,” he 
explained. “We have a 
great team in Paris, 
and I work for a 
great company 
in AGCO/GSI 
that really cares 
about farmers 
and its employ-
ees.”

First estab-
lished in 1972 
by Craig Sloan, 
GSI has grown to 
become one of the 
largest producers of 
grain bins and grain 
storage equipment not just 
in the United States, but in the 
world.

A little more than two de-
cades later in 1996, GSI set up 
shop in Paris. Brown credited 
an increase in demand for GSI’s 
products as the motivation for 
the new facility.

Since then, the manufactur-
er has grown to own 40 acres 
of property complete with 
300,000 square feet of manu-
facturing space. 

The Paris plant, and the 240 
employees that work there, 
specialize in developing and as-

sembling grain handling equip-
ment and fertilizer. Their prod-
ucts can be seen in grain storage 
facilities across the county, 
state and even in other parts of 
the world.

Brown noted that the compa-

ny provides more than a 
product to its community. Com-
petitive jobs, opportunities for 
workers to hone their fabrica-
tion skills and training oppor-
tunities for local students are 
a couple of the benefits Brown 
cited.

“Paris GSI holds a high reputa-
tion in the market for top-quali-
ty product(s),” said Brown.  

Most of all, he believes GSI’s 
mission sets the company apart, 
not just its product.

“We contribute to feeding the 
world,” he explained.

AEROGEN-TEK

AeroGen-TEK, located on the 
southern edge of Paris, produces 
combustion components used 
by various aerospace manu-
facturers as well as gas turbine 

producers. The company’s 
rocket-powered products 

are used by companies 
like General Elec-

tric, Rolls Royce, 
Siemens and 
more.

MILK 
SPECIALTIES 
GLOBAL

For weight-
lifters and ath-

letes, or anyone 
on a nutrient-rich 

diet, some of the in-
gredients in your next 

power bar or protein 
shake might be traced back 

to Paris. Milk Specialties Global 
is a producer of nutrition-mind-
ed ingredients used in a wide 
variety of products. The compa-
ny employs more than 1000 em-
ployees across 12 different facili-
ties, including one in Paris, and 
prioritizes clean, sustainable 
production habits.

SIMONTON WINDOWS

Located in Paris, Simonton 
Windows is one of the largest 
producers of windows and doors 
in the country. In 2023, both US 
News & World Digest and Ar-

chitectural Digest recognized 
Simonton products as the “Best 
Vinyl Window Replacement” of 
the year.

QUANEX

Quanex is a supplier of vari-
ous building components com-
monly seen throughout the 
home and office. The manufac-
turer assembles cabinet doors, 
drawer fronts, lazy susan trays 
and much more.

PRETIUM PACKAGING

At its various locations across 
the world and its manufacturing 
plant in Paris, Pretium Packaging 
designs and produces renewable 
plastic containers and bottles 
for use across several industries, 
including healthcare, food and 
beverage, commercial chemicals 
and personal care products.

CADILLAC PRODUCTS 
PACKAGING COMPANY

Not to be confused with the 
automotive company of the 
same name, Cadillac Products 
Packaging Company’s Paris 
plant takes part in the organi-
zation’s production of packag-
ing for clients in the medical, 
food and industrial fields. Most 
notably, Cadillac partners with 
the Department of Defense to 
produce packaging for MREs 
(Meal, Read-To-Eat): perishable 
rations meant to remain edible 
for extended periods. These 
rations are used by the United 
States Armed Forces and in di-
saster response.
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Community 
pharmacists are 
among the most 

accessible healthcare 
professionals to the 
public, they can 
provide personalized 
advice about both 
medication and 
health, without the 
red tape of setting up 
an appointment or 
visiting a hospital. 
Serving as a 
community backbone, 
pharmacies provide 
essential services 
like medication 
management 
and disease state 
management in an 
accessible setting. 

The little
Shop on the
Square
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company 
of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001866

Get surprisingly 
great Home & 
Auto rates.

Here’s the deal, our Home 
and Auto rates are already 
great. But when you combine 
with State Farm®, you can 
save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly 
great rates on Home and 
Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

BY BETHANY WAGONER
bwagoner@prairiepress.net

Few places in Edgar Coun-
ty are as well known for their 
commitment to patient care as 
a longstanding pharmacy at 116 
West Court Street in Paris.

Pearman Pharmacy, a locally 
owned and operated drugstore 
has a long history of creating 
accessibility and comfort while 
promoting patient education. 
Steve Benefiel, co-owner of the 
business for nearly 50 years, 
says that commitment to com-
munity care has been a value the 
store has held from the start.

Benefiel says he learned how 
to serve his community from his 
predecessors, they were positive 
role models who taught him to 
live where he works and to put 
good back into his hometown.

“I’ve learned community ser-
vices from all of these people 
and this long legacy is a legacy I 
am proud to be a part of and help 
carry on into the future,” he said.

The legacy Benefiel belongs 
to began in 1869 when Paris res-
ident James Binford asked his 
friend from the army, Eli Lilly, 
to join him and help establish a 
pharmacy in his hometown. 

After serving as a captain in 
the Civil War, Lilly lost his wife 
to disease and was forced to file 
for bankruptcy. He had relocated 
to Texas, and then to Indianapo-
lis, but was struggling to rees-
tablish his life amid turmoil.

Lilly accepted Binford’s pro-
posal and Binford-Lilly’s Red 
Front Store was born. The agree-
ment between the two men was 
that Binford would put up the 
money and Lilly would run the 
pharmacy, the profits were to be 
divided equally.

Publicity for the store told 
Paris residents “In addition to 
drugs, paints, oils, varnishes, 
dye-stuffs and window glass, the 
store also sells patent medicines, 
veterinary medicines and medi-
cations such as ‘Blood and con-

dition powder’ manufactured 
only by Binford and Lilly.”

For four years Lilly settled 
into life in Paris, running the 
pharmacy and eventually get-
ting married. He and his family 
became active in the city, join-
ing an Episcopalian Church and 
purchasing a house on Wood 
Street – Lilly even attempted to 
run for mayor.

The pharmacist took great 
care to begin designing medic-
inal formulas during his tenure 
at the Red Front store. He was 
preparing to begin a small-scale 
manufacturing plant locally 
when in 1873, Lilly was offered a 
new partnership, this one with a 
friend from Indianapolis. 

John Johnston suggested Lil-
ly was capable of much larger 
things than making blood and 
condition powders in a small-
town pharmacy. He proposed a 
large-scale partnership in the 
manufacturing of pharmaceu-
ticals with Johnson offering to 

supply most of the capital.
Lilly spoke with his current 

partner and invited Binford to 
come along to Indianapolis and 
join him, but Binford chose to 
stay in Paris with their local 
pharmacy operation. Eli Lilly 
and Company was born on Jan. 1, 
1874, in Indianapolis.

Benefiel explains that Lilly 
was instrumental in streamlin-
ing medication dosage and for-
mulas.

“In those days the way med-
ications were created and dis-
pensed was different, there 
wasn’t a standard process or the 
same formulation for each med-
ication,” Benefiel said. “In many 
ways, he (Lilly) standardized the 
process.” 

Back home in Paris, Binford 
continued to run the Red Front 
store until his death in 1896. 

The pharmacy, which had ex-
panded to two locations around 
the Paris square, one on the east 
side and one on the south side, 
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Your local hometown
pharmacy committed
to serving the people of Edgar County

Prepare

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL

(217) 465-8455
Steve Benefiel R.PH                   Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD
Charlie Wieland, PharmD     Jasmine Bennett, PharmD

Your pharmacy for life!

would change hands a few times 
over the next few years.

An 1891 pharmacy school 
graduate named Ross Mason 
was hired to step in and contin-
ue the running of the store after 
Binford’s death. Little is known 
about Mason other than his 
graduation from Purdue Univer-
sity and his management at the 
pharmacy until 1908. 

In 1908, J.H. Reed purchased 
the stores and changed their 
names to Reed’s Drug Store. His 
son, Claude Reed joined him for 
a short time in partnership.

Twenty-nine years later, in 
1937, Allen Pearman purchased 
the store and renamed the loca-
tion on the east side of the square 
Pearman Pharmacy. In 1949, the 
store permanently moved to the 
south side of the square to 116 W. 
Court Street, where it still oper-
ates today.

Pearman passed in 1960 
and one of his pharmacy techs 
worked with his estate to pur-

chase the store. Dick Hardy be-
came the store’s owner and en-
listed the help of pharmacist Jim 
Kasumpas to run the pharmacy.

The two installed one of the 
first pharmacy drive-thru win-
dows in the midwest and contin-

ued to cultivate the pharmacy, 
maintaining its soda fountain 
services, catalog items and med-
ications.

In 1966 Benefiel was hired at 
the pharmacy, he was 16 years 

old.
“Cliff Benson was a neighbor 

to my folks and I used to mow 
his yard. One day he asked me, 
“Would you be interested in 
working at a pharmacy?”” Bene-
fiel recalls. “And then all of a 

sudden I get a phone call from 
Dick saying you’re supposed to 
be here this morning to work… 
Cliff had forgotten to tell me, but 
I had gotten the job.”

When he started in the phar-

macy Benefiel began by washing 
dishes and working behind the 
counter as a soda jerk, but it was 
not long before his experiences 
changed him and his education-
al goals.

“I had wanted to go into en-
gineering,” Benefiel explained 
“After about six weeks or so, 
of being in the pharmacy, and 
working until around eight 
o’clock at night with Jack (Soren-
son)… I got to know him really 
well and he started talking to 
me about the pharmacy. He’s the 
one who taught me.”

Pharmacist Jack Sorenson be-
came a role model in Benefiel’s 
life and career, but he would not 
be the only one.

In 1968, Charles Willis pur-
chased the pharmacy from Har-
dy. Willis was hopeful that in the 
future his soon-to-be son-in-law 
would purchase the store from 
him. His dreams became a real-
ity when just a short time later 
his daughter’s new husband, 

Our pharmacy IS ONE OF THOSE 
PLACES THAT HAS STOOD THE 

TEST OF TIME BECAUSE OF 
THE EMPHASIS WE HAVE PUT 
ON REMAINING LOCAL AND 

PROMOTING LOCAL.”
STEVE BENEFIEL
Pearman Pharmacy
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Tom Hebermehl, took over the 
store’s ownership.

Benefiel says he learned a lot 
from his time with Willis.

“He was an industrialist and 
cared a lot about the commu-
nity,” Benefiel said. “He would 
come up to me and ask my opin-
ion on matters and I really devel-
oped a relationship with him.”

In 1972, the newest owner of 
Pearman Pharmacy, Heberme-
hl, began remodeling and ex-
panding the store. The counter 
that used to serve up snacks and 
drinks was transitioned to dis-
pensing only medication. The 
storefront also started carry-
ing less commercially available 
items and more medical sup-
plies.

The pharmacy became one 
of the first regionally to accept 
assignment from Medicare and 
dispense durable medical equip-
ment.

“Nobody around here carried 
anything,” Benefiel said. “We 
were one of the first to start bill-
ing Medicare and not having 
customers pay upfront and that, 
professionally, was really inter-
esting.”

In 1973, after graduating from 
St. Louis College of Pharmacy, 
Benefiel came back to Paris to 
work at the store as a pharma-
cist. He says that originally he 
and his wife made a five-year 
deal to stay and work at the local 
shop before they made any ma-
jor decisions.

“At the end of the five years, we 
really hadn’t talked about it, and 
I had not thought about leaving,” 
Benefiel said. “Tom (Hebermehl) 
came and approached me about 
a partnership.” 

In 1978 Benefiel bought in as 
an equal partner.

The partnership of Heberme-
hl and Benefiel saw the phar-
macy blossom, establishing 
delivery services that expanded 
outside of Paris to Chrisman and 
Oakland.

Because of their partnership, 
both pharmacists were able to 
expand their involvement in the 
community while simultane-

ously working at the store.
“Tom taught me that you 

have to give back to your com-
munity,” Benefiel said. “That’s 
what we set out to do, because 
if your community isn’t here, 
then your pharmacy is not 
here, there is no one to serve.”

Hebermehl became instru-
mental in the Kiwanis club, 
the Link Art Gallery and Main 
Street USA programs, among 
others. 

After joining the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and serv-
ing as their education di-
rector, Benefiel participated 
in school boards, became a 
founding member of the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts and took 
a position as vice president 
on the Rec Center’s board of 
directors, among many other 
roles.

“I am honored, really and tru-
ly, to be among everyone from 
Lilly on up who has been a part 
of building up the community,” 
Benefiel said. “Some of them 
were the Tom Hebermehls, some 
of them were Eli Lillys. These 
men are professionals and they 
have worked hard inside of the 
community, they built a store 
that I think is still successful to-
day.”

Benefiel says that pharmacies 
have been instrumental in plac-
es like Edgar County for years, 
where there used to be half a 
dozen apothecaries scattered 
around the square selling var-
ious odds and ends, he credits 
Pearman Pharmacy’s endurance 
to carrying on the tradition of 
customer service and communi-
ty involvement.

“We are big into customer 
service, a lot of these pharma-
cies from Hardy on down were 
focused on that,” he said. “You 
wanted to do things for people, 
for your friends and your neigh-
bors when they walked into the 
door… customer service comes 
from inside a person, you have 
to care for your fellow man.”

Looking towards the future, 
Benefiel is still involved at the 
drugstore but has taken a step 

back while Paris native 
Dustin Melton steps into 
a more prominent part-
ner role. 

Like Benefiel, Melton 
started at the local 
pharmacy in 1996 as a 
part-time delivery driv-
er to put himself through En-
gineering school. His direction 
quickly shifted and he attend-
ed Pharmacy School at Wayne 
State University in Detroit. Af-
ter school, the youngest of six 
brothers, returned to Paris and 
Pearman Pharmacy to serve as a 
staff pharmacist.

Melton has also taken on an 
active role in his community 
like the many men who came 
before him, he is active in the 
Paris Rotary Club, a supporter 
of several non-profit organiza-
tions and an enthusiast of sup-

porting the community that 
helped  raise him.

“Our pharmacy is one of 
those places that has stood 
the test of time because of the 
emphasis we have put on re-
maining local and promoting 
local,” Benefiel said. “But, our 
community has also continued 
to support us and returned the 
love and support. We take care 
of our employees and make an 
effort to be involved, that is a 
tradition I hope the pharmacy, 
and the people who support 
it, continue to carry for a long 
time.”

Special to The Prairie Press
Steve Benefiel

Special to The Prairie Press
Dustin Melton

Special to The Prairie Press
Eli Lilly
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Remembering a
Tiger legend
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BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

It took one determined coach 
and his wife, hundreds of bas-
ketball fans and a promise to 
make the construction of Ernie 
Eveland Gym a reality.

When Coach Ernie Eveland 
came to Paris in 1935, boys 
basketball games were played 
in what is now known as the 
Community Room of Tiger 
Senior Apartments. To those 
Paris High School alumni who 
attended the former PHS build-
ing, it will always be the Girls 
Gym. But, to those who might 
have attended a game when 
Eveland first came to Paris, it 
was the gym where basketball 
was played, complete with a 
wood floor and seating in a bal-
cony around the gym.

After a dismal 5-17 record 
the previous season, Eveland’s 
Tiger team finished with an 
impressive 18-9 mark, win-
ning the regional, sectional 
and making it to Huff Gym for 
the state tournament Sweet 16 
quarterfinals.

After that success in the first 
season of the Eveland years, 
there were never enough seats 
in the old gym. Opponents 
jeered at the facility, calling it a 
crackerbox. Fans, meanwhile, 
arrived for games hours before 
tipoff to guarantee a seat.

Eveland, his wife and school 
board member Rodney Bell, as 
well as parents and basketball 
fans, hatched a plan to con-
struct a new gym. To make a 
new gym a reality, the Paris 
Union School District 95 voters 
would have to pass a bond ref-
erendum to fund the work.

Paris was still in the midst 
of the Depression and passing 
a bond referendum was iffy at 
best. Eveland and the group 
working for the construc-
tion of the gym had an ace up 
their sleeve. To entice voters 
to support the project, a deal 
was struck. Voting yes for the 
project would mean no family 
in Paris 95 would ever have to 
pay to rent textbooks again. 

The cost for textbooks seems 
minimal to residents now, but, 
at the time, every penny a fam-
ily was able to save helped pay 
rent, mortgage, food, clothes 
and other necessities.

The site selected for the new 
gym was on the same block 
as Paris High School. A house 
located at the corner of Main 
and Madison had to be demol-
ished or moved. As it turned 
out, the house was moved to 

West Crawford by cutting it in 
two and then reassembling it at 
the new location. It became the 
Eveland family home.

Funded by the school district 
under the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, which oversaw 
the work, there was cause for 
concern after Pearl Harbor and 
America’s entry into World 
War II that the project might 
be stopped – or at the least ex-
perience problems getting ma-Tiger legend
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terials. This was not the case 
and after ground was broken 
in 1941, the new gym project 
was completed in time for the 
first game of the 1943-44 school 
year on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
25, 1943.

The new gym held 3,000 
persons and was packed for the 
monumental occasion. The Ti-
gers took on Effingham in the 
first game in the gym, accord-
ing to the 1944 PHS yearbook 
records. Paris won 26-21 before 
a standing-room-only crowd.

Eveland Gym was construct-
ed as a venue for one reason 
– to play and watch basketball 
games. It was attached to the 
main school by a catwalk over 
the alley that ran between the 
two buildings. There were 
classrooms in the new gym. 
Above the east balcony were 
two large classrooms occupied 
by home economics classes. 
Below the north bleachers 
were a band room, practice 
rooms and a chorus room as 
well as storage for the music 
programs. The concession 
stand was located across the al-
ley in the Rec Room.

While the gym was con-
structed during austere times, 
it was first class. A maple floor 

was brightly shined with strict 
rules never to walk on it – not 
even the east end to cross to 
the band or chorus rooms. No 
one was allowed on the gym’s 
floor without athletic shoes 
and definitely no one was al-
lowed to walk on the bleacher 
seats. Such care is likely why 
the original gym floor lasted 
into the 1990s before it had to 
be replaced.

In 1977, the late Oliver 
“Stretch” Yates began a cam-
paign to have the gym named 
for Ernie Eveland, who fin-
ished his tenure at PHS with a 
stellar record of 592-125 for a 
826 winning percentage. 

The Paris 95 school board 
approved the renaming and 
on Dec. 16, 1977, a capacity 
crowd was on hand to of-
ficially name the new gym 
in Eveland’s honor. Many 
of Eveland’s former players 
were present and introduced. 
PHS Athletic Director, the 
late John McNary, unveiled a 
plaque to be hung in the en-
tryway of the gym – it still 
hangs there today.

Eveland Gym has been rec-
ognized as one of the top 20 
best places to play basketball 
in Illinois. It was featured 
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on National Public Radio as 
a shining example of small 
town, rural America and the 
pride a community like Paris 
demonstrated in its small-
town values.

In 2014, the Paris Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Prairie 
Press and Paris High School 
hosted the Eveland Extrav-
aganza to honor the players 
and the building that had 
served the community for 61 
years. To no one’s surprise, 
the gym was stacked to the 
rafters with fans.

The gym, now owned by the 
city, still overwhelms those 
visiting for the first time. For-
mer Paris Coach Gene Gour-
ley, who later moved on to 
take the Danville High School 
job, fondly remembers his 
first time in the gym.

“I can remember walking 
into an empty gym right after 
we moved to town,” Gourley 
said. “It was a Sunday night 

and I was the only one there.”
The retired Danville High 

School coach who spent six 
years as the Tiger head man, 
recalls “just surveying that 
wonderful gym. I kept think-
ing of all the history in that 
gym. It was really surreal.”

The Illinois Basketball Hall 

of Fame member describes 
himself as a “traditionalist” 
when it comes to basketball. 

“I love the old gyms,” he 
said. “There was only one rea-
son Eveland Gym was built — 
to play basketball and to have 
fans watch it.”

He said new schools have 

gyms that are multi-purpose 
and many times include three 
or four courts so practice can 
be scheduled at one time. “It’s 
like a marketplace or mall,” 
he said.

Eveland Gym is unique with 
its concrete bleachers. “It was 
built only for fans to watch 

and for teams to play varsity 
basketball,” he said. 

He mentioned similar gyms 
in Centralia, Pinkeyville, Alton 
and Mt. Vernon. “People don’t 
appreciate the old gyms until 
they are gone,” he said.

Tiger hall of famers Otho 
Tucker and Rick Gosnell loved 

playing in Eveland Gym, espe-
cially when it was hot.

Every seat in the house was 
taken and the gym was always 
rocking.

“I loved playing in a hot gym,” 
Tucker laughed. “It was a psy-
chological tool.” 

Distracting the opposing 
team with a hot gym gave Paris 
an advantage.

There have been scores of 
exciting girls and boys basket-
ball games played in Eveland 
Gym, including a four-overtime 
game, a win that broke Charles-
ton’s nine-game winning streak 
against Paris that ended with 
a last-minute shot by Tucker 
as well as Coach Punzelt’s girls 
games against arch rival Teuto-
polis.

Eveland Gym stands today 
as a testament to one-man’s 
determination to provide his 
players the best opportunities 
to succeed and a community’s 
support of its youth.

Eveland Gym HAS BEEN  
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE TOP 

20 BEST PLACES TO PLAY  
BASKETBALL IN ILLINOIS.”

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO
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Springing into
BY GRETCHEN STONE
gstone@prairiepress.net

BROCTON—Brocton might 
be a village of only 300 people, 
but its longstanding Springfest 
tradition garners a lot of atten-
tion from Edgar County resi-
dents and visitors from several 
states away.

The Brocton Springfest and 
Draft Horse Show began in 
1988, because the community 
interest was there for a focus 
on horse pulls and creating in-
terest among horse lovers, to 
watch workhorses compete in 
halter and hitch classes. 

“Springfest has existed for 
probably at least 30 years,” said 
Brocton Council member Brian-
na Roberts. 

P a r t of the show was the 
Red Barn, 

where the stalls were used for 
horses who were at rest be-
tween shows. Those stalls are 
now used solely for the Vendors 
Market, because the horse show 
portion no longer exists. 

Community interests have 
evolved and now are centered 
around fun with the kids, 
shopping, entertainment and 
food.

This year, the Council’s main 
focus is the Red Barn Market, 
and the antiques, crafts and 
collectibles that local residents 
prefer to see. At last year’s mar-
ket, more than 50 vendors set 
up in the barn, with food trucks 
set up outside for all-day sales.

Roberts, a committee mem-
ber for Springfest, said they 
are in initial planning stages 
for this year’s two-day event, 
and don’t yet have a tentative 
schedule. 

The dates are set for Friday, 
May 31 and Saturday, June 1, 
with a parade at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday. 

“Anyone can enter the pa-
rade, the more the merrier,” 
Roberts said.

Sound City is playing Sat-
urday night and there’s a 

beer tent, the huge vendor 
market, a large car show that 

this year includes semis and 
tractors. 

The Red Barn Market ran 

tradition
Gary Henry/Prairie Press File Photos
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for more than 20 years as a 
standalone event earlier in 
the year, just before the 
start of spring, but has 
now been folded into 
Springfest, because 
the women who 
previously ran it 
have stepped away.

The event’s com-
mittee still plans to 
hold the parade, in-
flatables for kids, ribeye 
sandwiches from Wild Wil-
ly’s, the Firemen’s Fish Fry, 
food vendors, face painting, a 
kiddie tractor pull and a small 
petting zoo. 

Roberts has been in contact 
with the animal shelter and 
humane society about 
bringing adoptable 
pets in too. They are 
working with the 
National Guard 
and scheduling 
a K9/EMS tour 
for the kids, a 
water activity 
and a horse and 
buggy ride. 

“That is still our 
goal, to fill our Red 
Barn,” Roberts said. 
“We are still filling in a 
lot of the details.”

Exhibitors in the past have 
traveled from as far away as 
Canada for the Red Barn Mar-
ket, and from states including 
Ohio, Iowa, Indiana, Missouri, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Tennes-
see and Kentucky.

Highlights from previous 

Springfests included the Fire-
man’s Jonah Fish Fry with 
1,000 attendees in one eve-
ning, the parade, Antique 
Tractor Pull, horseshoes, Kid-
die Tractor Pull, as well as 
children’s and adult’s games, 
including Adult Jenga.



18 

stopped the bleedingThe man who

Edward Adelbert Doisy, born in 
Hume, conducted life-saving 
research worthy of one of the 

world’s most prestigious awards.

BY ROBBY TUCKER
rtucker@prairiepress.net

HUME – Until the 1930s, 
thousands of parents lived in 
fear of a phantom killer – one 
that could kill or harm a seem-
ingly healthy newborn child 
with little to no warning.

One of the earliest docu-
mented instances of infant 
hemorrhaging was recorded 
in 1682 by French obstetrician 
François Mauriceau. Later, the 
term “Haemorrhagic disease 
of the newborn” was coined for 
what would eventually become 
known as vitamin K deficiency 
bleeding, or VKDB.

The condition, as the name 
suggests, stems from a lack of 
vitamin K, which is critical in 
the process of coagulation. Vi-
tamin K is either consumed in 
certain greens (vitamin K1) or 
produced by gut bacteria (vi-
tamin K2). For newborns with 
sterile stomachs, neither is an 

option. 
Without sufficient vitamin 

K, newborns are at risk of ex-
cessive bleeding and internal 
hemorrhaging. Approximately 
one in five babies diagnosed 
with VKDB dies.

Fortunately, VKDB is rare in 
today’s United States thanks to 
vitamin K shots and the scien-
tific advancements that made 
them possible – including one 
critical breakthrough that 
traces its origins to a modest 
farming community nestled in 
Edgar County.

Edward Adelbert Doisy was 
born on Nov. 13, 1893, and was 
raised in the village of Hume. 
His parents were Edward Perez 
Doisy and Ada Doisy. 

Edward A. Doisy’s inquisitive 
and sharp mind propelled him 
to the University of Illinois, 
where he completed a bach-
elor degree before earning a 
master of science in 1916. Next, 

Doisy went to Harvard, where 
he started working toward his 
Ph.D. in chemistry.

Like most young men in the 
early 20th century, Doisy’s life 
was put on pause during the 
First World War. He joined the 
war effort against the Central 
Powers, serving in the Sani-
tary Corps of the United States 
Army. 

Following the war, Doisy re-
turned to Harvard and earned 
his doctorate in 1920. With 
his new Ph.D. and voluminous 
knowledge accrued during his 
journey through academia, Do-
isy quickly ascended the ranks 
of the scientific community. 

For four years, Doisy taught 
at Washington University be-
fore joining Saint Louis Uni-
versity’s biochemistry depart-

ment in 1923. Doisy served as 
the department’s first chair 
– an office he carried until his 
retirement in 1965. 

During his time at Harvard 
and into the mid-1930s, the 
subjects of Doisy’s research 
varied from insulin to blood 
buffers to sex hormones, spe-
cifically the task of isolating 
estrone, estradiol and estriol.

While significant, this re-
search was not the crowning 
achievement of the Edgar 
County native’s scientific con-
tributions.

In 1936, another scientist 
caught Doisy’s attention. Carl 
Peter Henrik Dam was born 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, far 
from the wide-open prairies 
surrounding Hume.

Dam, a professor of agricul-

Photo Credits: Saint Louis University
SLU researcher Edward Doisy, Ph.D. (second from left) shows his 
Nobel Prize to University leaders including Alphonse Schwitalla, 
S.J. (far left). 
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ture and veterinary medicine, 
found himself engrossed in his 
research on baby chickens, and 
specifically, a mysterious con-
dition causing them to hemor-
rhage unexpectedly and bleed 
for abnormally long periods. 

After careful observation, 
Dam hypothesized the con-
dition stemmed from a defi-
ciency in a mystery nutrient 
he dubbed “Koagulation vita-
min” – koagulation being the 
Danish word for coagulation. 
Later abbreviated to vitamin 
K, the elusive vitamin held the 
key to combating the illness 
facing the young chicks Dam 
observed.

Through studious experi-
mentation, Dam discovered 
that the vitamin was present in 
some greens and was fat-solu-
ble. Later, it was traced to alfal-
fa, but the slippery supplement 
still could not be isolated or 
analyzed.

Enter Doisy. Along with a 

supporting cast of fellow sci-
entists, he joined forces with 
Dam and built on his years of 
research. In 1939, Doisy had his 
breakthrough, identifying vita-
min K’s chemical structure and 
isolating it for further analysis.

The momentum of Doisy’s 
momentous discovery carried 
his work forward, as he identi-
fied both natural forms of vita-
min K before successfully cre-
ating a synthetic version of it. 

Vitamin K was soon being 
used by doctors around the 
world as a coagulant. Today, 
vitamin K shots administered 
to infants have drastically de-
creased the likelihood of babies 
developing VKBD and the dam-
age the condition can cause.

For their efforts, Doisy and 
Dam both received the 1943 
Nobel Prize in Physiology and 
Medicine. Interestingly, they 
received the award in 1944, as 
the previous year did not yield 
any nominees that met all the 

prestigious accolade’s strin-
gent criteria.

The Nobel Prize was argu-
ably Doisy’s greatest achieve-
ment, but it was far from his 
only accolade. By the end of his 
life, he amassed an impressive 
collection of awards including 
the American Pharmaceutical 
Award, the Gold Medal from 
the St. Louis Medical Society, 
the Phillip A. Conne Medal of 
the Chemical Club of New York 
and more. The awards paired 
nicely with honorary degrees 
from a selection of elite univer-
sities, including the University 
of Chicago, Yale, the University 
of Paris and St. Louis Universi-
ty.

Perhaps the most enduring 
marker of Doisy’s success can 
be found on the campus where 
he once taught. Today, the Ed-
ward A. Doisy Research Center 
at St. Louis University is pro-
viding the next generation of 
students with opportunities to 

make discoveries of their own. 
The facility was made possible 
by a $30 million donation from 
the Doisy family in 2007, 21 
years after he died in 1987. 

While some may find it in-
significant, one of the most 
remarkable aspects of Doisy’s 
story was where he came from. 
The modest, quaint village Do-
isy called home was known for 
agriculture if it was known at 
all. 

Still, it was from this place 
that a hero emerged, one who 
went on to change the world 
and save countless lives. Doisy 
provides proof of a recurring 
theme in science: solutions 
often come from the most un-
assuming places. For residents 
of Edgar County, he stands as 
an example – a testament to 
the power of curiosity, the ne-
cessity of determination and 
the brilliance that can sprout 
in the communities we call 
home.

Photo Credits: Saint Louis University
In 1929, Dr. Edward A. Doisy initiated the field of 
research into steroid hormones. He won the Nobel 
Prize in 1943 for his work on the chemistry of 
vitamin K. 
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Raised on Root Beer
BY LINDA LANE
lanefamily1992@gmail.com

CHRISMAN —Where can you 
go for a fresh, homemade mug 
of root beer? Go to the Frostop 
located at 314 N Pennsylvania St. 
in Chrisman, it can be seen on the 
north side of Route One.

Sue and David Lawlyes are 
co-owners of the restaurant. Due 
to health issues, Sue Lawlyes 
manages and oversees the busi-
ness.

When the Frostop was first 
opened, it was under a franchise. 
Today there are approximately 15 
remaining Frostops, all are now 
privately owned. 

The Frostop in Chrisman was 
built in 1954, Elza Tate was the 
first owner. Tate sold the busi-
ness to another buyer, but the 
owner decided to resell it after a 
few short months. 

In 1961, Robert and Rena Rig-
gen purchased the business and 
kept it for many years. 

Rena Riggen, Sue Lawlyes’ 
mother, worked at the restaurant 
and decided to lease the business 
until she could purchase it out-
right. 

After her parents passed, Sue 
Lawlyes and her husband ac-
quired the business, operating it 
at its original location. Two major 
fires destroyed the original build-
ing, leaving only a few remaining 
bricks visible in the foundation, 
according to Lawlyes.

The new building has kept its 
business traditional and full of 
familiar practices, including car-
ry-out and car hops on location.

“It is a nostalgic feature of our 
business,” said Lawlyes. “We 
have both girl and boy car hops 
and they are mostly high school 
students that work for us during 
the seasonal operation. For most 
of the kids, this is their first job.” 

“With the new minimum wage 
laws now, it cuts into our profits, 
but we love giving them jobs and 
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we just make it work,” she said. 
“We have been forced to hire few-
er workers and they tend to have 
to work harder. Thankfully, they 
do it willingly.”

The Frostop menu contains 
many homemade items. Lawlyes 
comes in early each day and pre-
pares most of the food. 

“We are, of course, known for 
our homemade root beer. We 
make our own on-site and our 
motto is, ‘We sell it by the mug or 
by the jug,’” Lawlyes said. “It is by 
far our biggest seller.” 

Other popular, timeless items 
are barbeque and coney dogs.

Lawyles has fond memories of 
being raised at the Frostop and 
her mom coming to work each 
day, regardless of weather or ill-
ness. She describes her mother 
as a “little white-haired lady who 
sat behind the cash register.” Her 
mother worked until she was 90 
years old. 

“I recall when my mother 
broke her hip, she had to go to 

Pleasant Meadows for rehab,” 
Lawyles said. “When she was 
done with her daily treatment, 
she would have me drive her to 
the Frostop to go to work. She 
never missed a day. She was the 
backbone of the business and it 
was her baby.”

Over the years there were sev-
eral times the business faced 
challenges, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic. Most of the business 
was carry-out orders. 

“The Board of Health required 
us to stop using the glass mugs 
due to health concerns,” Lawlyes 
said. “Everything had to be hand 
washed. My husband passed 
away from a bout with COVID, so 
it was a challenging time.”

Lawlyes has 11 grandchildren 
and they have all worked at the 
restaurant, some as carhops 
and some as kitchen help. Her 
youngest grandson, Carter Co-
chran, will be starting his em-
ployment this season. 

“He is excited to get to work 

here as his first job,” she said. 
“He told me, ‘Grandma, let’s 
open up early.’ I had to tell him 
we must wait until the weath-
er breaks, and we have warmer 
days.”

A friend of her grandson, Sky-
lar Sweet, also calls her grandma 
and is looking forward to return-
ing to work again this summer.

The Frostop hosts car shows 
frequently with old cars and mo-
torcycles. Many look forward to 
this each year and it brings in 
visitors and people who have 
participated in the past. 

Those who have grown up in 
Chrisman and frequented the 
Frostop still come back to visit 
the restaurant too.

“I spend a lot of time (at Frost-
op) and can be seen working 
there every day,” said Lawlyes. 
“In fact, I tell people if you are 
looking for me, go to the Frost-
op.”

The co-owner of the local spot 
says it is difficult for most small 
businesses these days, but she 
feels fortunate to have all of the 
support of Chrisman and the 
surrounding area.  
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Hume Manufacturing Co. was 
established in 1913 in the sleepy 

village of Hume by two men, 
Ralph O. Airman and John H. 

Maughmer. Previously, the two 
had worked in a warehouse 
owned by local banker and 

entrepreneur George Hughes. 

Hume Tractor
Remembering the
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BY BETHANY WAGONER
bwagoner@prairiepress.net

HUME— Aikman was a me-
chanic and Maughmer was an 
engineer. The gents’ previous 
employer became their main 
source of funding when the 
trio came together to start their 
own company. Stocks were 
sold and a factory was erected 
quickly, but business was slow 
from the start. 

An extra pair of hands was 
hired on in the form of Leigh 
St. John, he worked for the 
company as a salesman and 
mechanic. 

The company primarily pro-
duced two models of tractors, 
the Hume 20-30 hp and the 
Hume Jr. 12-18 hp. From 1913 
to 1917, the firm built only 35 
tractors.

Of all of the tractors on the 
market at the time, the Hume 
Tractor had the most drawbar 
pull for its weight. A drawbar 
pull is a function of velocity, 
it is the difference between 
tractive effort available and 

tractive effort required to over-
come resistance at a specified 
speed.

Each Hume tractor was 
required to develop 4,000 
pounds of pull on its drawbar 
for several hours before it was 
allowed to leave the factory. 

Advertisements from the 
time of the tractor’s produc-
tion called it a “handy tractor 
at a price within reach of every 
farmer.”

“It won’t pack the earth, 
pulls without difficulty over 
soft ground; high drive wheels 
and light weight make this pos-
sible. Turns square corners-a 
saving of time and a big con-
venience. Running expense 
exceedingly low. All parts ac-
cessible; doesn’t require expert 
attention,” assorted advertise-
ments declared.

The tractor parts for Hume 
tractors were made to be in-
terchangeable by the use of 
jigs and special fixtures. Parts 
could be easily interchanged 
without requiring special 

tools. All repair parts could 
be replaced at a very low cost, 
making the $1,750 price tag ap-
pealing to farmers struggling 
with tight budgets.  

A farmer could buy individu-
al parts and pieces for a Hume 
tractor bit by bit for the exact 
same price he paid for the orig-
inal, complete machine. To 
help a farmer continue to save 
money, the tractor could plow 
an acre of ground on two to 
three gallons of kerosene, de-
pending on the depth and con-
dition of the soil. 

St. John was often quoted 
saying the tractor “lived up to 
expectations.” It was guaran-
teed one year against defects 
in material and workmanship. 
Any defective parts could be re-
turned, freight prepaid, to the 
factory to be replaced for free.

One of the tractor’s more 
unique features, a feature Aik-
man and Maughmer patented, 
was a cooling system on top of 
the cap. Eaves on the roof col-
lected the water and cooled the 

tractor’s motor.
The tractor could be handled 

in small spaces, could be stored 
in a buggy shed and could go 
through a narrow gauge gate 
like a wagon. It was more ma-
neuverable in the field than 
two horses. 

Around 1917, one of the larg-
est stockholders in the compa-
ny sold his stock and the others 
began to follow suit. Slowly, the 
company disassembled itself 
from the inside out.

In Indianapolis, three broth-
ers, George, James and William 
Lyons, had bought the defunct 
Atlas Engine Works, a long-
time maker of steam, gas and 
diesel engines. They organized 
the Lyons-Atlas Company.

Hume Manufacturing was 
taken over by the Lyons-Atlas 
Co. in late 1917. Lyons-Atlas 
made the Hume tractor that 
year, but the next year, they 
made the same tractor and 
called it the ‘Atlas.’ 

The Atlas was identical to the 
old Hume tractor, even down 
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and bakery storefront in Rosedale, 
Parke County, Indiana

to the Waukesha engines. Ly-
ons-Atlas offered the 12-18, 
now listed as weighing 4,600 
pounds and costing $1,150, 
while the old Hume 20-30 
was downgraded to 12-20 HP, 
weighing 7,200 pounds and 
costing $1,745.

The new company was short-
lived and in early 1918 they 
merged with the Midwest En-
gine Company and the Hill 
Pump Company, both of India-
napolis.

When the company left 
Hume, St. John went to Indi-
anapolis with the franchise 
and became a salesman for the 
company. When he returned to 
Hume after only a short time 
away he said there was no place 
like home. 

In July 2002, the Hume trac-
tor also made its return to the 
village. A summer edition of 
the Beacon News carried the 
exciting news that after nearly 
a century, a rare Hume tractor 
had been located.

“The only known tractor still in 
existence that was made in Hume 
will be on display from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. July 13 in the village’s Graf-
ton Park,” the paper read.

Hume resident Mike Grafton 
is credited with the tractor’s 
discovery and safe return. 

Grafton made it his person-
al mission to locate a tractor, 
according to the article. His 
hopes had been to find a trac-
tor for the village’s 125th an-
niversary in 1998 but he had 
been unsuccessful. The tractor 
he eventually tracked down 
was owned by auctioneer Sher-
wood Hume, who lived in Mil-

ton, Ontario.
Grafton had gotten in con-

tact with Sherwood Hume and 
explained his connection to 
the village and plan to show-
case the tractor. The auction-
eer graciously and readily vol-
unteered to make a trip with 
the tractor while en route to an 
antique tractor event.

Soon after, in the summer of 
2002, Sherwood Hume drove 
his Hume tractor down a main 
throughway of the village of 
Hume. 

When the auctioneer origi-
nally found the tractor he said 
it was sitting in a field at the 
end of the road with its engine 
sitting atop a nearby stone 
fence. The motor, he believed, 
had been removed at one point 
to power a saw mill.

Sherwood Hume and his 
wife, Gladys Hume, consulted 
many reference books in an 
attempt to identify the beast 
of a tractor that had endured 
countless Canadian winters, it 
was then they discovered their 
unique shared name.

“Then, and only then, did we 
realize that it was a Hume,” an 
old edition of the Beacon-News 
quotes Sherwood Hume as 
saying. It took from 1992 until 
2002 for the couple to get the 
tractor running and restored, 
several of the tractor’s parts 
had to be recast or otherwise 
fabricated by welding.

Today, art work depicting 
the Hume tractor can be see 
on the village’s entrance signs 
and in an Edgar County mu-
ral painted on Main Street in 
Paris.



30 

Linking
art to the community



 31

Come Join the Fun
Marshall’s Farmers Market
June 7 - mid-late August, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Every Friday during the summer months

Marshall Autumn Festival
September 20, 21, 22, 2024
Hometown Holly Days
December 7, 2024

See you there!

Myers
F L O O R I N G     D E S I G N  S T U D I O

3700 N Vermillion Street • Danville, IL 61832 • (217) 431-3170

Hardwood 
Laminate 

Tile 
Area rugs
Vinyl plank

 
Like us on 

BY GRETCHEN STONE
gstone@prairiepress.net 

The Link Art Gallery is a center 
for art in the region and in Edgar 
County, an inviting space tailored 
to small, local art shows and local-
ly crafted quits, pottery and juried 
shows. 

Its history reaches back to the 
forefathers of Paris, but its name 
is a modern addition.

In 2018, the BACM (Bicentenni-
al Art Center & Museum) received 
its new name, The Link Art Gal-
lery, in honor of the Paxson Link 
family, who in kindness donated 
the Alexander house to the art 
community, in memory of Louise 
Cole Link.

The art center was created 
through grant money in 1975 as 
part of the U.S. Bicentennial. 

The formative organizations 
that were precursors to this his-
tory were the Paris Woman’s Club 
in the 1940s, then the Paris Art 
Guild, which became the Paris Art 
League in 1952.

Current staff and volunteers 
are active in focusing on bringing 
local artists in for talks and shows, 
in a variety of mediums and to 
create constant motion in the art 
community, tying the art gallery 
into nearby towns and cities, cre-
ating an art circuit. 

A few key individuals are in-
volved. They bring local and re-
gional art to the gallery, providing 
a venue for Edgar County resi-
dents to showcase and sell their 

works.
Gallery Executive Director Tif-

fany Gale now heads up planning 
art exhibits in conjunction with 
arts councils in the region.

On hand for a recent Pollinators 
showing was Charlotte England, 
president of the Coles Co. Arts 
Council (CCAC), who worked to 
bring together pieces from 14 art-

Gretchen Stone/The Prairie Press
Tiffany Gale (left) and 
Charlotte England (right) 
at the “Fertile Inspirations” 
reception and opening, 
at the Link Art Gallery, on 
Friday, Jan. 12. 
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ists in the local area.
One original goal of that project 

was to showcase works as a wel-
come to gardening season, with 
a grand focus on pollinators and 
native plants.

“The community art project 
grew from a desire to include art-
ists of various talent levels and 
types, and ages, that started with 
a call for works of art,” England 
said. 

“Our youngest artist was 17 and 
our oldest is 95,” she said, at the 
time of the show. 

The non-juried member’s 
show included work from each 
person who responded. All in all, 
the CCAC has about 25 visual art-
ists among its membership, and 
many performance artists and 
musicians.

In another recent show, a re-
tired local farmer decided to dust 
off his art supplies and re-engage 
with art, an interest he’d put aside 
for 40 years.

The opening reception for 

Gretchen Stone/The Prairie Press
Link Art Gallery Executive Director Tiffany Gale (left) 
chats with Dave Egan before his opening reception 
lecture at the showing of his “Perception” installation of 
pencil drawings, Friday, Feb. 23.
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“Perception,” a show of pencil 
drawings by Dave Egan, hap-
pened in late February, with a 
healthy attendance of about 40 
people for a discussion of his art-
work and his conception of creat-
ing based upon the world around 
him.

He does work in gray pencil 
drawings, such as the portrait of 
his son at a young age.

Egan’s mom bought him mod-
eling clay as a child, and he made 
cowboys, horses and farm ani-
mals, a formative experience that 
grew his love of art, though he lat-
er focused on line drawings. 

That kind of local story, tied in 
with a community of artists from 
surrounding counties, is what 
makes the gallery so special to 
a wide cross-section of the local 
population. 

The Link Art Gallery continues 
to provide art classes to all ages of 
the community today, in addition 
to its exhibitions, workshops and 
scholarships for talented youth.
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BY BETHANY WAGONER
bwagoner@prairiepress.net

When Gladys Shanks gave 
birth to a son at 111 West Edgar 
Street, in 1927, she had no idea 
what his future would hold. Her 
newborn baby boy would one 
day be the talk of the town, and 
eventually the nation.

Carl Dean Switzer was born in 
Paris in August of 1927. As chil-
dren, he and his older brother, 
Harold, went around town play-

ing and performing songs and 
dances on the corners of streets 
and around the Edgar County 
courthouse square for pennies.

Like so many children grow-
ing up during the great de-
pression, the Switzer brothers’ 
childhood was marked by a 
need to create entertainment. 
The brothers were full of imag-
ination and lively, mischievous 
personalities, characteristics 
that often got them in trou-

ble while attending Redmond 
School.

It wasn’t long before the duo’s 
performances were a hot topic 
of conversation between neigh-
bors, over the dinner tables and 
in waiting rooms across the 
county. 

Mark Killion reminisces there 
was not a lot to live on during 
that era, but his father and his 
friends always found a way to 
have fun, often causing trouble.

“Dad and his brother Carl 
used to join in play wars and 
they would use slingshots and 
the other kids’ BB guns,” Killion 
commented. “Lots of these play 
wars were with (Carl Switzer)...
one kid he played with went 
home with four BB’s stuck in his 
forehead. Dad and Carl’s jackets 
were torn from BB’s.” 

Switzer’s childhood jacket is 
currently housed at The Edgar 
County Historical Society and 
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Killion explains the history of 
its wear and tear as escapades 
his father was mixed up in.“..
there is some history with it,” 
he said.

The granddaughter of Swit-
zer’s childhood neighbor, Don-
na Blair Jones, also remembers 
her grandfather telling stories 
of playing with the brothers.

“My grandpa passed years 
ago, but he would have stories,” 
she said. “He (Switzer) was so 
spirited.” 

It is Switzer’s mischievous 
personality that made his vi-
vacious performances on the 
street corners captivating. But, 
Switzer would soon capture 
even more than just local atten-
tion with his spirit.

In the middle of the great 
depression, the family found 
themselves in California, their 
trip took them sightseeing in 
Hollywood, complete with a 
trip to Hal Roach’s studios.

The brothers had some dif-
ficulty getting onto the studio 

grounds without a pass. So, 
instead, they stood outside the 
commissary, amidst the midday 
lunch crowd, and started sing-
ing and putting on one of their 
familiar performances. 

Harold Switzer, then eight 
years old and Carl Switzer, then 
six, caused a commotion and 
caught the attention of Roach 
himself with their performance. 
Some say the duo was forced to 
perform by their parents, others 
say the brothers began the recit-
al of their own accord.

Local historians like David 
Dick claim the brothers were 
hired on the spot by Roach for 
$100 a week.

The brothers joined a cast of 
talented children in Roach’s Our 
Gang series. Harold Switzer was 
given two nicknames, “Slim” 
and “Deadpan”, while Carl Swit-
zer was dubbed “Alfalfa”. 

Their first episode was filmed 
in 1935, it was called “Beginners 
Luck.” In the episode, the two 
brothers participated in a talent 

show, with Carl Switzer’s char-
acter singing and his brother 
playing an instrument.

As Alfalfa, Carl Switzer was 
an instant, overnight success. 
From 1935 until 1940 Switzer 
played the leading role of Al-
falfa as his brother’s characters 
were relegated to the back-
ground.

Alfalfa became a favorite of 
audiences for his freckled face 
and cowlick hair. Switzer was 
an experienced singer and mu-
sician, but his character Alfalfa 
was known more as “the king of 
pruning” singing off-key rendi-
tions of popular songs for comic 
effect.

A combination of personal-
ity and talent saw Switzer gain 

fame quickly. His country roots 
influenced his first appearanc-
es in Our Gang films, but with-
in a few filmings his persona 
evolved and he became a wise-
cracking kid with a necktie and 
hat. His singing style evolved, 
as well. He strayed away from 
country tunes and filled the role 
of crooner. 

Neither of Switzer’s parents 
were employed and the broth-
ers became the family bread-
winners, with Carl Switzer tak-
ing the lead in hunting down 
both fame and fortune.

Documentaries made about 
the behind-the-scenes of The 
Our Gang Series uncover as-
pects of Switzer’s personality 
off-camera that were less en-
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dearing and more concerning.
Switzer’s former co-stars tell 

stories of him stepping on feet, 
losing his temper, poking kids 
with long nails and being abra-
sive on set. He developed a rep-
utation as a mean prankster. 

Stories from cast members 
recount times Switzer put an 
open switchblade in his pock-
et and told a co-star he had a 
Crackerjack ring for her in his 
pants. The young starlet nearly 
lost her fingers.

He once decided to relieve 
himself on the thousand-watt 
bulbs, the urination caused 
the bulbs to explode and filled 
the studio with a tremendous 
stench. The prank forced the set 
to be cleared.

As he became a teenager, 
Switzer outgrew the role of 
Alfalfa. After a total of 61 epi-
sodes, he made his final appear-
ance in a short called Kiddie 
Kure in 1940. 

His first role after leaving the 
series was as a Boy Scout in I 
Love You Again. Hollywood, 
as an industry, was hesitant to 

think of Switzer as anything 
other than a boy who sang off-
key. 

Switzer struggled to find 
work and a persona outside of 
his freckle-faced alter ego, only 
landing a few small roles in 
films like “State of the Union” 
and “Pat and Mike”, both with 
Spencer Tracy and Katharine 
Hepburn and “My Favorite 
Blonde” with Bob Hope. 

His difficult reputation and 
typecasting as Alfalfa made it 
difficult for him to make prog-
ress in Hollywood as a celebrity.

His beloved Alfalfa character,  
the slick kid with sour vocals, 
made a short reprise in PRC’s 
“Gas House Kids” comedies in 
1946 and 1947. In 1946 he also 
made a guest appearance in the 
beginning of the classic Christ-
mas film “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
as Donna Reed’s date at a high 
school dance.

Still, Switzer could never 
eclipse the shadow of “Our 
Gang” and his role as Alfalfa. As 
he grew older he began to need 
to supplement his occasional 

Special to The Prairie Press
Carl Switzer, right, converses with George Bailey, 
played by James Stewart, in “It’s a Wonderful Life”.
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acting jobs by tending bars and 
serving as a hunting and fishing 
guide in Northern California.

When Switzer turned 26, the 
Paris Beacon Newspaper ran 
an article about him trading in 
his Hollywood career to pursue 
hunting.

“What does this mean to Par-
is?” the paper questioned. The 
article recounted his escapades 
and his current whereabouts. 
At the time, Switzer was said to 
be living with Stuart Hamblin, a 
recent candidate for the United 
States presidency. 

The 26-year-old was quoted 
as saying “I had some of my own 
hounds, and I became acquaint-
ed with Roy Rogers at various 
dog workouts. He staked me to 
a set of hounds so I could go in 
business as a bear hunter.”

Switzer’s new career, as a bear 
hunter, led him to another short 
relapse in films. A hunting bud-
dy and film director “Wild Bill” 
Wellman recognized Switzer 

from his starring days in Our 
Gang and invited him to take a 
role in the film “Islands in the 
Sky.” The film featured John 
Wayne.

When the paper asked him 
about his role he is quoted as 
saying “I wouldn’t mind doing 
more pictures, but I’d like to keep 
up my other business too. I don’t 
say I make a lot of money, but it’s 
a good living and I’m booked up 
for nearly all the time.”

Switzer went on to co-star in 
two additional Willman films, 
“The High and the Mighty” and 
“Track of the Cat”. He also made 
six guest appearances on “The 
Roy Rogers Show”.

In early 1954, Switzer went 
on a blind date with Diantha 
Collingwood, she was an heir-
ess to the grain elevator em-
pire Collingwood Grain. With-
in a few months, Switzer and 
Collingsworth married in a Las 
Vegas ceremony.

Collingsworth was pregnant 
Special to The Prairie Press
Carl Switzer, age 20.
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in 1956 when the couple took up 
residence on a farm near Pretty 
Prairie, Kansas. A son named 
Justin was born that year, but 
the union did not last and the 
couple divorced in 1957. 

Switzer’s former co-star, 
George McFarland, has gone on 
record as seeing Switzer in 1957 
and saying “He told me he was 
helping to run the farm, but he 
finally had to put a radio on the 
tractor while he was out there 
plowing. Knowing Carl, I knew 
that wasn’t going to last. He 
may have come from Paris, Illi-
nois, but he wasn’t a farmer.”

According to McFarland, 
Switzer still appeared the same 
he did back in the days of film-
ing Our Gang, kind of cocky, a 
little antsy—and still talking big.

January of 1958 brought anoth-
er turn of events for Switzer. He 
was shot and wounded by an un-
known assailant when he was get-
ting into his car in front of a bar in 
Studio City. The shooter was never 
caught and Switzer was struck in 
the upper right arm. 

Switzer’s final film role was 
in the 1958 drama “The Defiant 
Ones”, although he had no idea 
the film would be his last.

A year after his first shoot-
ing encounter, on Jan. 21, 1959, 
Switzer was shot to death by 
Moses Samuel “Bud” Stiltz. 
The 10400 Columbus Avenue 
slaying was ruled a justifiable 
homicide since it was alleged 
that Switzer had threatened the 
other man with a knife. 

Switzer had been training 
Stiltz’s dog as a hunting dog. The 
dog ran off to chase after a bear 
and Stiltz had demanded that 
Switzer either return his dog or 
pay him the equivalent of the 
dog’s value.

Switzer took out ads in news-
papers and put up fliers. He 
offered a reward for the safe 
return of the dog and the ani-
mal was eventually located and 
brought to the bar where Swit-
zer was working. Switzer made 
good on the reward money and 
tipped the dog finder with $15 
dollars in drinks.

According to the official 
court records of the case, Swit-
zer and a photographer friend, 
Jack Piott, decided that Stiltz 
should reimburse Switzer the 
finder’s fee. The two men went 
to Stiltz’s home in Mission Hills 
to demand money.

Stiltz’s account of the event 
was one of self-defense, he testi-
fied that Switzer had banged on 
his front door, yelling “Let me 
in, or I’ll kick in the door.” The 
threat was followed by a strug-
gle that began with one of the 
men, Switzer or Piott, striking 
Stiltz with a clock. The events 
prompted Stiltz to retrieve his 
firearm.

The gun discharged acciden-
tally, almost shooting Stiltz’s 
wife. Switzer then, according 
to Stiltz, threatened him with a 
knife and yelled, “I’m going to 
kill you!” 

Stiltz fired and shot Swit-
zer, the bullet hit an artery that 
caused internal bleeding. Switzer 
was pronounced dead upon his 
arrival at Valley Receiving Hospi-
tal. He was just 31 years old.

Stiltz died in 1983 at the age 
of 62, he never served any time 
for shooting Switzer and in Jan-
uary 2001, Tom Corrigan told 
reporters the event was not 
self-defense and “It was more 
like murder.”

In 1959, Corrigan was 14 years 
old and was living at Stiltz’s 
house with his mother, Stiltz’s 
wife, Rita Corrigan.

Tom Corrigan recounts the 
story saying he heard the knock 
on the front door, and Switzer 
said “Western Union for Bud 
Stiltz.” His mother opened the 
door to find a drunk Switzer, 
complaining about a perceived 
month-old debt and demand-
ing repayment. 

The two men entered the house 
and an impaired Switzer said he 
was going to beat up Stiltz. Ac-
cording to Corrigan, Stiltz con-
fronted Switzer with a revolver 
in his hand. Corrigan does not 
claim to witness the shooting but 
he does say he was present and 
heard the events unfold.

From outside the front door, 
Corrigan says he heard but did 
not witness a shot. He saw Swit-
zer sliding down the wall with a 
surprised look on his face after 
his stepfather shot him. He also 
says he saw a closed penknife at 
Switzer’s side. 

Corrigan said his stepfather 
lied in his account of the event 
before the coroner’s jury. Los 
Angeles Police Department de-
tectives who interviewed him in 

2001 asked Corrigan if he would 
testify before the judge and he 
agreed to do so, but he was nev-
er called before the court.

Switzer’s gravestone at the 
Hollywood Forever Cemetery in 
California features the square 
and compasses of Freemasonry 
and an image of a hunting dog. 
His death received little press in 
comparison to Cecil B. DeMille, 
who died on the same day of 
heart ailment.
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